Fernwood School Newsletter October 8, 2026

Dear Fernwood Families,

Thank You, Salt Spring Fire and Rescue!

Thank you to Salt Spring Fire and Rescue for the pancake breakfast and Fire Safety Talks at
Fernwood School this past Wednesday! Fire Prevention Week in BC runs from October 4-10t
this year. Some topics discussed were escape plans, cooking safety, burn prevention, and smoke
alarms. The students did a great job at our first fire drill of the year. The school holds many drills
throughout the year as part of our emergency preparedness plan.

Our next drill is on October 15™ when we will hold an earthquake drill as that is the date of the
province's Great BC ShakeOut.




Students in Mrs. Pyper's class spent 1 1/2 hours with Julia Ducharme Nuffer learning West
African Drumming and Dance sKills via the Artist in the Classroom program offered through
the Salt Spring Arts Council. The kids learned about the creation of drums, how to create
different sounds, and how to express joy and culture through dance moves.

The purpose of the SSAC Atrtist in the Class (AIC) program is to connect local professional
artists with Salt Spring Island schools to provide rich, hands-on creative experiences.




The grade 2's in Mrs. Pyper's room also worked hard to solve a numeracy puzzle in which
they had to match the number words from 1-20 with their corresponding numerals, base
ten pictures and ten frame pictures. Look at how proud those mathematicians are!




Bond Farm Pumpkin Patch

Students in Malindi Curtis’, Myriah Michaux, Cathryn Pyper, Heidi Cameron and Melissa
Hingston's classes got to go to the Bond Farm to the Pumpkin Patch to take a pumpkin
home!




Workshops by Children of the Street

Safer Space: Staying Safe Online

Grade 5's took part in this workshop to better understand how to stay safe when using apps and
social media, discussing and defining healthy and unhealthy relationships, sextortion, sexual
exploitation and human trafficking, digital footprints and permanency.

Taking Care of Ourselves, Taking Care of Others - TCO2

The workshop for the Grade 6's and 7's focused on the prevention of sexual exploitation of
children and youth, discussing the warning signs of an exploitive relationship, online
exploitation, peer-to-peer exploitation, the connection to gangs, recruitment tactics pimps use
to manipulate victims, and much more! The presentations are designed for youth and use
multi-media to encourage students to talk about this issue and walk away with practical tips for
real life scenarios with the goal of increasing social responsibility, empowerment and empathy.

More information: childrenofthestreet.ca

Foundation Skills Assessment

Students who are in Grade 4 and 7 will soon be completing the Foundation Skills Assessment
(FSA) in October and November. The FSA is an annual assessment in which students in Grades 4
and 7 participate. It measures literacy and numeracy skills set out in the provincial curricula and
is part of the overall assessment of the learning program in the district and province. The FSA
has both online and written components, and the components will be spread throughout the
six-week assessment period. We will do a practice test online with the students in Grade 4 so
that they have an idea of what to expect and they can learn how to navigate the assessment.
Our students have been very successful in the FSA in past years, and they have enjoyed many
aspects of the assessment process. For more information about the FSAs, please see this link:
ESA. If you have any questions, please ask Shelly or Marie.

Country Grocer Receipts

Thank you to everyone who participates in the receipt program through Country Grocer! A
portion of your receipts can be donated to our school. If you would like to donate through your
Country Grocer receipts, the Fernwood Elementary School is Box #114.


https://childrenofthestreet.ca/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/administration/program-management/assessment/foundation-skills-assessment

Adequate Clothing for Cold and Rainy Weather

Please make sure your child arrives in weather-appropriate attire, including a waterproof
jacket, warm layers, and suitable footwear. We also ask that each student keep a spare set
of clothes at school (including socks and pants) in case of unexpected weather-related
changes.

This is for your child's comfort. If a student is not dressed suitably and does not have extra
clothing available, we will need to contact home to request a clothing drop-off. We
appreciate your support in helping us minimize these disruptions and keep all students
comfortable and ready to learn.

Code of Conduct
Please visit this link to view our school Code of Conduct.
Code of Conduct

Supervision Before and After School

We can provide supervision from 7:55 — 8:20 am and 3:05 — 3:15 pm. Please do not drop your
child off before 7:55 am unless you are able to stay with them, and please be sure to pick them
up before 3:15 pm. Please note that in the morning, students must stay on the front side of the
school until the bell rings at 8:20 am because that is where we have supervision.

Parent Volunteer Criminal Record Check

If you would like to be a parent volunteer in the school or on field trips, please make sure your
criminal record check is on file and valid. Teachers are starting to organize field trips, so it is
important that we have parent volunteers approved. Once the criminal record check is
completed, it is valid for 5 years. If you need to submit a criminal record check, please do so by
following the process outlined on the School District 64 webpage; search VOLUNTEERING or use
this link: https://www.sd64.bc.ca/volunteering



https://www.sd64.bc.ca/fernwood-elementary/code-of-conduct
https://www.sd64.bc.ca/volunteering

LOOKING AHEAD DATES:

Monday, October 12 — Thanksgiving Monday (school closed)
Thursday, October 15 — Earthquake Drill (Great BC ShakeOut)
Friday, October 16 — Friday School Day (due to the school closure Monday, Oct 12)

Monday, October 26 - Early Dismissal Day (12:00 dismissal) for informal learning updates
Monday, November 2 - Ms Hingston's Grade 3-4 Class to Ganges (swimming/pool)

Thursday, November 5t — Photo Retake Day

‘Uy' skweyl!
Attached is a new colouring sheet - a Garry Oak leaf! 'Tis the season!

We challenge any/all students to...

1) colour it.

2) translate the Hul'gq'umi'num either written or oral.

3) e-mail/find your nearest Indigenous Education team member (Shayce/Carol/Jenelle/Q) and
present your drawing/translation/spoken words FOR A PRIZE!
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This helpful Instructional Calendar can be found on the School District 64 website:
Instructional Calendar
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Community Notices
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LR DECLARATVE WCO-REGULATION
Our Words Matter: Building | LGS FANDBOOK

Connection & Independence

ey e

Discover how using declarative
language and co-regulation can help
your children feel safe, capable, and

ready to navigate challenges with
greater independence.

Join the
Zoom session

0o Thursday 22 October

ﬁ 4:30 - 5:30 pm

CLICK

For more than 30 years, Linda K. Murphy
has partnered with neurodivergent
individuals and their families to foster
meaningful connection and growth. A
speech-language pathologist, author,
and speaker, Linda helps parents
develop communication practices that
support co-regulation, strengthen
relationships, and help children feel

understood, capable, and confident. I_I" n n M“HPHY




SLOW DOWN SALT SPRING £ 2

DONATE UNWANTED ADULT AND CHILDREN'S CLOTHING ON FRIDAY. WE SORT AND SIZE. ANYONE CAN SHOP FOR FREE ON SATURDAY!

CLOTHING DROP-OFF SENIORS & SPECIAL NEEDS EARLY ACCESS : 9:45-10:30AM
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23 NEW THIS YEAR : NEW STOCK OUT EVERY 30 MINS,
3PM-6PM NO NEED TO RUSH!

Items accepted: Well-maintained, freshly laundered & odour-free, male/female/kids

FR E E s H o P DAY baby clothing (outerwear, shirts, sweaters, coats, pants, dresses, pjs).
It luded: Underw A ks, sh ‘ il h iceabl
SATU R DAY’ OCTO B E R 2 4 lems excluded: Underwear, socks, shoes, accessories, items with noticeable stains

or holes.

1 o s 3 0 A M = 2 . 3 O P M We would really appreciate pre-sorting donations by size and type before arrival.
LOCATION : MEADEN HALL No need to donate to Womf’ This event ismade  (C [2 ) Transition

free shop—it's open fo e possible by: - Salt Spring




CRAFTING
CONNECTIONS

Hands-on FREE craft activities for children

WINTER
SatJan 16 \WONDERLAND

FAMILY

Come for 20 minutes, or stay for two hours.
All materials provided.




LEARN MORE

, DTAM

Digital Threat Assessment
Management” Platform

As part of Safer Schools Togethers’ on-going work through the Ministry of Education and Childcare’s
erase strategy, we are pleased to announce COMPLIMENTARY student and family sessions coming up
again this school year.

Student sessions on “Establishing Safe, Caring and Respectful Digital Communities”, as well as
“Establishing Respectful Relationships and Consent in Our Communities” are for students in grades 5-
12. Please note this is a 60 minute session, with different days and times to accommodate different bell
schedules. These are for educators to watch with their classes.

You are welcome to share this email with your schools.

All our student sessions can be found HERE.

As well, the family sessions are recommended for Parents/Caregivers/Grandparents and youth aged 10
and up. All our sessions can be found HERE — Please note the first session is Tuesday, September 15,

If you have any questions please feel free to reach out.
Warm Regards,

Nancy Hiebert
Operations Manager

SST ISDTA

Safer Schools Together | The International Center for Digital Threat Assessment’
Office: 604.560.2285 | Toll-Free: 1.855.677.3720



https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fd2nj8j04.na1.hs-sales-engage.com%2FCtc%2FOR%2B23284%2Fd2nj8J04%2FJl22-6qcW7lCdLW6lZ3lCW8_qz8Z3mx3NYW2TK80S27W5CtW3J4RyV8NJ101W10vhZM8pqdpRW6WcBj39lmBYhW60F_7P2QWRNHW18X4p-7l0SJvVysqCj8_8326W1z8_jY8YNbhwVdzJ_66VRXW8W79lWH_3f9gbVV9kJC_46dq0wW4cJy8b53B9_pW6CTKk45056cyW1v2d3y1D8xncW7yPPRg10_D-_W5TPZgq6DTTp-W8d9H5z57JfhPW6TdX8W5Sx2XCV4k5Tz7H_rS-W42w2p-77fblMW6KwMnX7SqX_5W2PjY3g2TvX-DW2QzhJV2DGcWQf1dkddj04&data=05%7C02%7Cfernwood%40sd64.org%7C2955db3b59794f39733e08df0f6fe473%7C9ed0d7f041ff4ed09cddbe38a4ed52f4%7C0%7C0%7C639246645756709533%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oGwgqBjGsnLe5zNDRoILgxnydSu3UzSRXUJqpbyYOhA%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fd2nj8j04.na1.hs-sales-engage.com%2FCtc%2FOR%2B23284%2Fd2nj8J04%2FJl22-6qcW7lCdLW6lZ3m1W51nWcH7x8kMQW7z5Qht7zBny8VyVw1V1GVCc2W8HBtjc6Jzx8WW5tTnf-2-CScBW1N81JF8gh98zW4Fg32t9fdG4FW1qVmYx7nR6hQW5xzZPz48SJDTW7tMP3j7h1PsCW2dHxxf25xlqmV4zBLK4qM8_yW65hvgt4BwdZkW1YWR9P5n6tw4W3vlGmy1BpWz9W56F-957b14YTV1jdRX6NtQy_W4D8K-W1p4fxzW38ZnJY7WjPk7W5JTNDz6S--gyN2X4cMDmcJsXW8dl1t98DdCcpW2hkqfw8yS8CbW4F5THd3T0vY_f2PbJhl04&data=05%7C02%7Cfernwood%40sd64.org%7C2955db3b59794f39733e08df0f6fe473%7C9ed0d7f041ff4ed09cddbe38a4ed52f4%7C0%7C0%7C639246645756720864%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HxToxu%2FfGMe8eDpaJOA3nyjn4nm82xB3%2Bvk32o0psv8%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fd2nj8j04.na1.hs-sales-engage.com%2FCtc%2FOR%2B23284%2Fd2nj8J04%2FJkM2-6qcW6N1vHY6lZ3nrW3Fh7f11kDM7cW3pxbb97hlfDMW3gTznb4hG03cW5S24dv5rLx7CW8rm5Lj6ZrKhrW1B_f_p6MfmVCW1QyDDK3QDr0cW51QwDL2V-DlhW1VmWVD6sSyYMW50Tb705zZX11W7JVHmC1K7q8QW5-trBQ3dCGd8VtpkYV1NzkZ6N1L3Mn4WFwm1W9jbpfR6Jw94BVJmbFG49bZ56W1X2Hmx8jF0BKW2W1Qv_7NRytgW1_cWBt6pwNnWN1JwwzM3F_P5W2xhrMb4KmRffW1-GWZ35WHG3yf7TxGbs04&data=05%7C02%7Cfernwood%40sd64.org%7C2955db3b59794f39733e08df0f6fe473%7C9ed0d7f041ff4ed09cddbe38a4ed52f4%7C0%7C0%7C639246645756733019%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Z57mIfRs3WuxBvJvpvtAoHoSy%2FhQMNlrAnhwEyD4fps%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fd2nj8j04.na1.hs-sales-engage.com%2FCtc%2FOR%2B23284%2Fd2nj8J04%2FJks2-6qcW69sMD-6lZ3pnW9j6JZ37VCHK-W8DWzFb1lnwd9W3pBpwg1FZBlWW98B8VD2b_9XsW6L6l__45JGwPW78Q6F24yd72hW43fRDZ6Q1X9pW5pWk633DNrL0W1hZnKk154Dq-W2x171v8zYS9NW8vqps11Yb7MFW6_djV032hWLKVgWLjL7X-RWcW5y4Rm-1Vk-9GW4mbbCC1LFXtPW7d9S_N4VjhBxVb92Mp6SVjNWW3x9pLf5qrVc8W162bb51Y-m64W2fS-yM2_q7Mqf29v1wP04&data=05%7C02%7Cfernwood%40sd64.org%7C2955db3b59794f39733e08df0f6fe473%7C9ed0d7f041ff4ed09cddbe38a4ed52f4%7C0%7C0%7C639246645756744057%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BFC%2B9eIXYfOyF1IKOV68%2FlQfuLbHQaj%2BPo%2FesG4HNyU%3D&reserved=0

IDNVYLINT EEIUEY WY

Deon Venter [li[elg/:

Opening Reception Friday. September 25" 5pm to 8pm + Exhibifion Runs September 257 - November 14 2026
Grace Point Square 3104-115 Fulford Ganges Rd, | Tel: 250-537-8822 | galleryBsidge com | gt com

Dear friends...

We invite you to attend
the exhibition of new works by
Deon Venter cnd Kathy Venter

at Gallery8.

This exhibition runs
September 25" - November 1%

Please join us at the
OPENING RECEPTION
on Friday, September 25",
from 5pm to 8pm

Gollerﬁ

Grace Point Squore - 3104-115 Fulforg Ganges Road. Salt Spring Iskand, BC. Canada VBK 219
250-537-8822 + gal com « galler ceom
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SD64 MOBILE APP

g SD64 MOBILE APP

Download the SD64 App. From events to bus
delays, all the information your family needs in
one place. With up-to-date notifications and
information directly from your school, you'll
stay connected no matter where you are.




