
   
 

   
 

                        Fernwood School Newsletter September 24th, 2026 
 

Dear Fernwood Families,   
 

Join Us at Our Whole School Meetings – Wednesday mornings 

 

Whole School Meetings are an opportunity to be together as a whole school.  We acknowledge 

students who have exhibited the 3Cs (caring for self, caring for others, and caring for the 

environment), celebrate birthdays and see class presentations. Everyone is always welcome to 

our Whole School Meetings~11:30 am Wednesdays in the Gym. 
 

   
This week, Ruby, Juliette and Lennon made our opening and closing territorial 

acknowledgments.  
 

Ms. Meghan’s class is learning about the seasons, sharing a song saying goodbye to summer 

and hello to fall.  
 

A few reminders were shared: 
 - Please eat snacks and lunches inside to avoid wasps.  
 - We need to stay within the school boundaries when playing outside – for safety as well as 

respect for our neighbours. 



   
 

   
 

 - No cell phones at school. If sent to school, phones will need to stay in the student’s backpack. 

If a student is using their phone, the phone will be taken away for the remainder of the day and 

it will be reported to the parent.  

 - In addition to our Feeding Futures lunch program, we are now offering Breakfast Snacks with 

our EA Jen for students who haven’t had breakfast. It will be set up inside the front doors until 

8:15 am each morning.  
 

 

 
 

 

 

The rain held off for our Terry Fox School Run today. Thank you to the parents who came to 

cheer the students on. Our students showed incredible endurance and positivity by running 

many laps and encouraging each other. Thank you also for the donations for the Terry Fox 

Foundation. We will let you know next week how much we raised. If you wanted to donate but 

forgot to send money, it is not too late. You can still donate online here: Fernwood 

Elementary Fundraising Page: https://schools.terryfox.ca/FernwoodElementary  
 
 
 

https://terryfox.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9c16f8b6c2b735d53eb75ef97&id=ba33a7f1f8&e=e99423cce8


   
 

   
 

           
 

       
 
 
 
 



   
 

   
 

 
 
Friday, October 2nd is a Friday School Day, and it is School Photo Day 
 

All students are photographed on picture day for our own school purposes and for parents to 

order individual portraits of their child. Once we receive the proofs from Lifetouch Photography, 

we will send them home with ordering instructions. Smile!  
 

 

Orange Shirt Day 

On Tuesday, September 29, our school will observe 

Orange Shirt Day. We encourage everyone to wear 

orange in recognition of the National Day for Truth 

and Reconciliation and in honour of residential school 

survivors, their families, and their communities. Learning 

the truth about Canada's history and the lasting impacts 

of residential schools is one way our school responds to 

the Truth and Reconciliation Commission's Calls to 

Action. This is done in developmentally appropriate ways. 

Through education, reflection, and respectful dialogue, 

we strive to deepen our understanding and contribute to the ongoing work of reconciliation. 

We are committed to walking a good path with our Indigenous friends, neighbours, and 

community members as we continue learning together and building relationships based on 

respect, understanding, and reconciliation. 

School will not be in session on Wednesday, September 30th because it is a stat. holiday, but it 

will be in session on Friday, October 2.  



   
 

   
 

Foundation Skills Assessment 

Students who are in Grade 4 and 7 will soon be completing the Foundation Skills Assessment 

(FSA) in October and November. The FSA is an annual assessment in which students in Grades 4 

and 7 participate. It measures literacy and numeracy skills set out in the provincial curricula and 

is part of the overall assessment of the learning program in the district and province. The FSA 

has both online and written components, and the components will be spread throughout the 

six-week assessment period. We will do a practice test online with the students in Grade 4 so 

that they have an idea of what to expect and they can learn how to navigate the assessment. 

Our students have been very successful in the FSA in past years, and they have enjoyed many 

aspects of the assessment process. For more information about the FSAs, please see this link: 

FSA. If you have any questions, please ask Shelly or Marie. 

 

 

September Information Packages 
Information packages for parents have gone home. They include a consent form (photo release, 

consent for local walking trips, etc.), emergency release form, the self-identification Indigenous 

Education form and the “student verification of information” form. Parents need to confirm that 

the information on the verification form is accurate. When adding names to the emergency 

release forms, please write the names of anyone who may pick your child up, including parents 

of your child’s friends who may pick up for playdates. District policy states that we are not 

permitted to release students to anyone other than the people listed on the emergency 

contact sheet. You are welcome to add names to the emergency release contacts throughout 

the year by sending us an email directing us to add the name and phone number of the person 

you would like to add. Until these packages are returned, your child cannot participate in walking 

field trips. Teachers would love to get them back as soon as possible!  
 

 

 

Parent Volunteer Criminal Record Check 
If you would like to be a parent volunteer in the school or on field trips, please make sure your 

criminal record check is on file and valid. Teachers are starting to organize field trips, so it is 

important that we have parent volunteers approved. Once the criminal record check is 

completed, it is valid for 5 years. If you need to submit a criminal record check, please do so by 

following the process outlined on the School District 64 webpage; search VOLUNTEERING or use 

this link: https://www.sd64.bc.ca/volunteering 
 

 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/administration/program-management/assessment/foundation-skills-assessment
https://www.sd64.bc.ca/volunteering


   
 

   
 

Code of Conduct 

Please visit this link to view our school Code of Conduct. 
Code of Conduct 

 
 

Supervision Before and After School 

We can provide supervision from 7:55 – 8:20 am and 3:05 – 3:15 pm. Please do not drop your 

child off before 7:55 am unless you are able to stay with them, and please be sure to pick them 

up before 3:15 pm.  Please note that in the morning, students must stay on the front side of the 

school until the bell rings at 8:20 am because that is where we have supervision.   

 

 

Arriving Late and Leaving Early Procedures 

Please remember to sign your child in at the office if they arrive late and sign them out if you 

are picking them up early. If your child is going to be away, please email your child’s teacher 

AND the fernwood@sd64.org email.  
 

            

PAC Meeting 

Hello Fernwood Families, (sent by email to all parents on September 21)  

The first PAC meeting will be held on Wednesday, October 7th, at 6:00 pm in the school library. 
A Microsoft Teams link is also available below for anyone who prefers to join online. 

PAC meetings are open to all Fernwood families! 

Fernwood PAC Meeting 
Wednesday, 7 October 2026 
18:00 - 19:30 (PST) 
 

Meeting link: Fernwood PAC Meeting | Microsoft Teams | Meet-up-Join 

Warm regards, 
Fernwood PAC 

 

 
 

LOOKING AHEAD DATES:     

https://www.sd64.bc.ca/fernwood-elementary/code-of-conduct
mailto:fernwood@sd64.org
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.live.com%2Fmeet%2F9337987418009%3Fp%3D4WCj0MRpyrAKmMNTZU&data=05%7C02%7Cfernwood%40sd64.org%7C95ddc7d2fa7f428a6ffd08df1754773e%7C9ed0d7f041ff4ed09cddbe38a4ed52f4%7C0%7C0%7C639255323691004717%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xhFEBl%2FuTL0DeThK%2BoEqAmNw8c%2FOZk%2FrXSmdoFfrMR8%3D&reserved=0


   
 

   
 

 

Tuesday, September 29 - Orange Shirt Day at School  

Wednesday, September 30 – National Day for Truth and Reconciliation (Stat Holiday); Schools 

closed 
Friday, October 2 – Friday School Day (due to the school closure on Wednesday, Sept 30) 

 

Friday, October 2 - School Photo Day (Individual Portraits) - all students are photographed on 

picture day, and then Lifetouch Photography will let you know what date they would like you to 

order by when we send home your ‘proofs’ a few weeks later  
Wednesday, October 7 – PAC Meeting 6:00 pm in the school library 
Monday, October 12 – Thanksgiving Monday (school closed) 

Friday, October 16 – Friday School Day (due to the school closure Monday, Oct 12) 

  

 

This helpful Instructional Calendar can be found on the School District 64 website: 

Instructional Calendar 
 

https://www.sd64.bc.ca/instructional-calendar


   
 

   
 

 
 

 

 



   
 

   
 

 
 

 
 



   
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

As part of Safer Schools Togethers’ on-going work through the Ministry of Education and Childcare’s 

erase strategy, we are pleased to announce COMPLIMENTARY student and family sessions coming up 

again this school year. 
  
Student sessions on “Establishing Safe, Caring and Respectful Digital Communities”, as well as 

“Establishing Respectful Relationships and Consent in Our Communities” are for students in grades 5-

12. Please note this is a 60 minute session, with different days and times to accommodate different bell 

schedules. These are for educators to watch with their classes.  
  
You are welcome to share this email with your schools. 
  
All our student sessions can be found HERE. 
  
As well, the family sessions are recommended for Parents/Caregivers/Grandparents and youth aged 10 

and up. All our sessions can be found HERE – Please note the first session is Tuesday, September 15th. 
  
If you have any questions please feel free to reach out. 
  
Warm Regards,  
  

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fd2nj8j04.na1.hs-sales-engage.com%2FCtc%2FOR%2B23284%2Fd2nj8J04%2FJl22-6qcW7lCdLW6lZ3lCW8_qz8Z3mx3NYW2TK80S27W5CtW3J4RyV8NJ101W10vhZM8pqdpRW6WcBj39lmBYhW60F_7P2QWRNHW18X4p-7l0SJvVysqCj8_8326W1z8_jY8YNbhwVdzJ_66VRXW8W79lWH_3f9gbVV9kJC_46dq0wW4cJy8b53B9_pW6CTKk45056cyW1v2d3y1D8xncW7yPPRg10_D-_W5TPZgq6DTTp-W8d9H5z57JfhPW6TdX8W5Sx2XCV4k5Tz7H_rS-W42w2p-77fblMW6KwMnX7SqX_5W2PjY3g2TvX-DW2QzhJV2DGcWQf1dkddj04&data=05%7C02%7Cfernwood%40sd64.org%7C2955db3b59794f39733e08df0f6fe473%7C9ed0d7f041ff4ed09cddbe38a4ed52f4%7C0%7C0%7C639246645756709533%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oGwgqBjGsnLe5zNDRoILgxnydSu3UzSRXUJqpbyYOhA%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fd2nj8j04.na1.hs-sales-engage.com%2FCtc%2FOR%2B23284%2Fd2nj8J04%2FJl22-6qcW7lCdLW6lZ3m1W51nWcH7x8kMQW7z5Qht7zBny8VyVw1V1GVCc2W8HBtjc6Jzx8WW5tTnf-2-CScBW1N81JF8gh98zW4Fg32t9fdG4FW1qVmYx7nR6hQW5xzZPz48SJDTW7tMP3j7h1PsCW2dHxxf25xlqmV4zBLK4qM8_yW65hvgt4BwdZkW1YWR9P5n6tw4W3vlGmy1BpWz9W56F-957b14YTV1jdRX6NtQy_W4D8K-W1p4fxzW38ZnJY7WjPk7W5JTNDz6S--gyN2X4cMDmcJsXW8dl1t98DdCcpW2hkqfw8yS8CbW4F5THd3T0vY_f2PbJhl04&data=05%7C02%7Cfernwood%40sd64.org%7C2955db3b59794f39733e08df0f6fe473%7C9ed0d7f041ff4ed09cddbe38a4ed52f4%7C0%7C0%7C639246645756720864%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HxToxu%2FfGMe8eDpaJOA3nyjn4nm82xB3%2Bvk32o0psv8%3D&reserved=0


   
 

   
 

Nancy Hiebert 
Operations Manager 

 
Safer Schools Together | The International Center for Digital Threat Assessment® 
Office: 604.560.2285 | Toll-Free: 1.855.677.3720 
  

 
 
 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fd2nj8j04.na1.hs-sales-engage.com%2FCtc%2FOR%2B23284%2Fd2nj8J04%2FJkM2-6qcW6N1vHY6lZ3nrW3Fh7f11kDM7cW3pxbb97hlfDMW3gTznb4hG03cW5S24dv5rLx7CW8rm5Lj6ZrKhrW1B_f_p6MfmVCW1QyDDK3QDr0cW51QwDL2V-DlhW1VmWVD6sSyYMW50Tb705zZX11W7JVHmC1K7q8QW5-trBQ3dCGd8VtpkYV1NzkZ6N1L3Mn4WFwm1W9jbpfR6Jw94BVJmbFG49bZ56W1X2Hmx8jF0BKW2W1Qv_7NRytgW1_cWBt6pwNnWN1JwwzM3F_P5W2xhrMb4KmRffW1-GWZ35WHG3yf7TxGbs04&data=05%7C02%7Cfernwood%40sd64.org%7C2955db3b59794f39733e08df0f6fe473%7C9ed0d7f041ff4ed09cddbe38a4ed52f4%7C0%7C0%7C639246645756733019%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Z57mIfRs3WuxBvJvpvtAoHoSy%2FhQMNlrAnhwEyD4fps%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fd2nj8j04.na1.hs-sales-engage.com%2FCtc%2FOR%2B23284%2Fd2nj8J04%2FJks2-6qcW69sMD-6lZ3pnW9j6JZ37VCHK-W8DWzFb1lnwd9W3pBpwg1FZBlWW98B8VD2b_9XsW6L6l__45JGwPW78Q6F24yd72hW43fRDZ6Q1X9pW5pWk633DNrL0W1hZnKk154Dq-W2x171v8zYS9NW8vqps11Yb7MFW6_djV032hWLKVgWLjL7X-RWcW5y4Rm-1Vk-9GW4mbbCC1LFXtPW7d9S_N4VjhBxVb92Mp6SVjNWW3x9pLf5qrVc8W162bb51Y-m64W2fS-yM2_q7Mqf29v1wP04&data=05%7C02%7Cfernwood%40sd64.org%7C2955db3b59794f39733e08df0f6fe473%7C9ed0d7f041ff4ed09cddbe38a4ed52f4%7C0%7C0%7C639246645756744057%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BFC%2B9eIXYfOyF1IKOV68%2FlQfuLbHQaj%2BPo%2FesG4HNyU%3D&reserved=0


   
 

   
 

 


