
   
 

   
 

             Fernwood School Newsletter October 16, 2026 
 
 

 
 
Dear Fernwood Families, 
 
Join Us at Our Whole School Meetings –  
 
Wednesday mornings Whole School Meetings are an opportunity to be together as a whole 
school. We acknowledge students who have exhibited the 3Cs (caring for self, caring for others, 
and caring for the environment), celebrate birthdays and see class presentations. Everyone is 
always welcome to our Whole School Meetings~11:30 am Wednesdays in the Gym.  
 
This week, Addie and Lily opened and closed the meeting together with the Territorial 
Acknowledgement.  
 
Ms. Heidi’s class presented us with a Lost and Found Fashion Show! Each student chose an item 
from the lost and found area to share with the group as a reminder to check for your lost 
clothing. Parents, please take a moment to look through the growing pile of sweaters, water 
bottles, and more. The lost and found area can be found in the hallway by the gymnasium 
doors.  



   
 

   
 

 
Announcement that the Leadership Club will begin this week for the Grade 6/7’s. 
 
Review of Gaga Ball Rules in the playground. 
 
Cross Country Running has been postponed, now happening in spring. More information will 
come at that time.  
 
 

  

 
 



   
 

   
 

Earthquake Drill 
 
Well done to all the students and staff who did their Drop, Cover, Hold on for our Earthquake 
Drill for the Great BC Shakeout on Thursday at 10:15. It is great to practice and feel prepared for 
potential emergencies so doing it when the rest of BC is doing it just makes it more fun. 
 
 
Bus Safety Talks 
 
Kathleen and José, two of School District 64’s dedicated bus drivers, spent the day at Fernwood 
School Tuesday holding the annual Bus Safety Talks for all students. Safety tips covered included 
waiting at a safe stop, keeping your hands inside the bus, always keeping the aisle clear, 
following the bus driver’s instructions, how to cross the road safely and more.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
 

   
 

Bond Farm Pumpkin Patch  
 
The Bond Farm has opened its Pumpkin Patch to many classes this season! We are truly 
appreciative to continue this tradition of visiting the farm and going home with a pumpkin! 
Thank you!  
 
 

 

       
 



   
 

   
 

 
 
 

Fernwood PAC  
  
(Email to families October 7 provided the active link to the PAC meeting and the minutes) 
Hello Fernwood Families! 
 
Our next PAC meeting will take place on Wednesday, November 4, at 6:30PM.  
 
All Fernwood families are welcome to attend! Meetings are a great opportunity to stay informed 
about what's happening at the school, share ideas, and get involved in our school community. 
You can join us in person in the Fernwood library or virtually. 
 
Meeting link: Fernwood PAC Meeting | Microsoft Teams | Meet-up-Join 
We've also created a Google Drive folder where Fernwood families can access PAC meeting 
minutes and stay up to date on what's being discussed and decided at our meetings. 
 
View the Fernwood PAC Meeting Minutes 
 
Whether you're a regular attendee or joining us for the first time, we'd love to have you there! 
 
Also, we are collecting donations for our upcoming Halloween Candy Drive! Contributions will 
be shared with neighbors in our catchment to help subsidize the cost of providing treats for our 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.live.com%2Fmeet%2F9338160615577%3Fp%3D1GtsyYIB5hV99eFyxo&data=05%7C02%7Cfernwood%40sd64.org%7Cb3158146a25043c4ca5c08df259a349e%7C9ed0d7f041ff4ed09cddbe38a4ed52f4%7C0%7C0%7C639271016382039274%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=X9tgxr%2FAon7k0f8q%2FFKS8Lk0x5KSF5rtyvSqPmIxcdE%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Fdrive%2Ffolders%2F1UTRJL4T_txnI2Ns07sbOOkrbqsz_wURo%3Fusp%3Ddrive_link&data=05%7C02%7Cfernwood%40sd64.org%7Cb3158146a25043c4ca5c08df259a349e%7C9ed0d7f041ff4ed09cddbe38a4ed52f4%7C0%7C0%7C639271016382059134%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uXS53YUb6d2D1phMg5vCIgH5Qi6FsOnigILJ8FOdfgY%3D&reserved=0


   
 

   
 

kids. 
 
You can contribute in one of two ways: 
• Candy Donations: Candy can be dropped off discreetly at the front desk. 
• Monetary Donations: E-transfers can be sent to FernwoodPAC150@gmail.com. 
 
Thank you for your support! 
Best regards, 
Fernwood PAC 
 
Please remember when you are sending any payments or donations to the PAC the e-transfer 
email is FernwoodPAC150@gmail.com not the school (which is just simply 
fernwood@sd64.org). The school account and the PAC account are different.  - Leah  
 

     

mailto:FernwoodPAC150@gmail.com
mailto:FernwoodPAC150@gmail.com
mailto:fernwood@sd64.org


   
 

   
 

 
Band 
 
Music is flowing through the halls from our Grade 6’s and 7’s in Band. Thank you Mr. Bronson!  
 

        
 
  
 
Foundation Skills Assessment  
 
Students who are in Grade 4 and 7 have begun completing the Foundation Skills Assessment 
(FSA). The FSA is an annual assessment in which students in Grades 4 and 7 participate. It 
measures literacy and numeracy skills set out in the provincial curricula and is part of the overall 
assessment of the learning program in the district and province. The FSA has both online and 
written components, and the components will be spread throughout the six-week assessment 
period. We will do a practice test online with the students in Grade 4 so that they have an idea 
of what to expect and they can learn how to navigate the assessment. Our students have been 
very successful in the FSA in past years, and they have enjoyed many aspects of the assessment 
process. For more information about the FSAs, please see this link: FSA. If you have any 
questions, please ask Shelly or Marie. 
 
 
 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/administration/program-management/assessment/foundation-skills-assessment


   
 

   
 

 
Parking Lot Safety 
 
Just a reminder to drivers to follow the correct Enter and Exit protocols for our parking lot. This 
is especially busy when the parking lot is busy at pick-up and drop-off time. 
 
Now that students are settled with pick ups, drop offs and bus registration, it 
is time for a parking lot safety reminder. If your child must be driven to school 
instead of taking one of our two buses, please adhere to the following, for the 
safety of children (and adults too) during the busy drop off and pick up times:  
• Please park in the parking stalls rather than stopping or idling your vehicle in the 

queue. 
• There are Zones that must be free of vehicles: in front of the steel fence where 

buses must stop AND beside the Fernwood signboard at the exit. Buses cannot 
navigate a right turn if a car is parked there causing delays. 

• There are both children and adults on foot in the parking lot at these very busy 
times. Please drive slowly and carefully using extra caution.  

• The school zone speed limit along Fernwood Road is a maximum of 30 km/hr.   
     and it's a definite "no-no" to drive in the EXIT way that is marked EXIT. Please enter              
 through the proper ENTRANCE. 
 
 
Country Grocer Receipts 
Thank you to everyone who participates in the receipt program through Country Grocer! A 
portion of your receipts can be donated to our school. If you would like to donate through your 
Country Grocer receipts, the Fernwood Elementary School is Box #114.  
 
 
Adequate Clothing for Cold and Rainy Weather 
Please make sure your child arrives in weather-appropriate attire, including a waterproof jacket, 
warm layers, and suitable footwear. We also ask that each student keep a spare set of clothes at 
school (including socks and pants) in case of unexpected weather-related changes. 
 
This is for your child's comfort. If a student is not dressed suitably and does not have extra 
clothing available, we will need to contact home to request a clothing drop-off. We appreciate 
your support in helping us minimize these disruptions and keep all students comfortable and 
ready to learn. 
 
 
 



   
 

   
 

Code of Conduct 
Please visit this link to view our school Code of Conduct. 
Code of Conduct 
 
Parent Volunteer Criminal Record Check 
 
If you would like to be a parent volunteer in the school or on field trips, please make sure your 
criminal record check is on file and valid. Teachers are starting to organize field trips, so it is 
important that we have parent volunteers approved. Once the criminal record check is 
completed, it is valid for 5 years. If you need to submit a criminal record check, please do so by 
following the process outlined on the School District 64 webpage; search VOLUNTEERING or use 
this link: https://www.sd64.bc.ca/volunteering 
 

 

The Learning Services Department - Fernwood LIST Account has been selected as the 
charity for the remainder of October and all of November for the Return It Depot on the 
island.  When you go to drop off your bottles you can ask for it to be donated to the 
FERNWOOD Learning Services Account – THANK YOU!  
 
Looking Ahead Dates:     
 
Tuesday, October 20 – Brian Reid’s Class Field Trip 
Wednesday, October 21 – Sarah Currie’s class field trip to Pool, Library, Mouat’s Park 
Monday, October 26 – Early Dismissal Day  (12:00 dismissal) for informal learning updates 
Monday October 26 to Thursday, October 29 – Display your ‘Pumpkin Book Character’ in the 
Fernwood Library- see Library Newsletter 
Thursday, October 29 - Halloween at School 
Monday, November 2 – Ms. Hingston's Grade 3-4 Class to Ganges (swimming/pool) 
Wednesday, November 4th – Science World on the Road presentation 
Thursday, November 5th – Photo Retake Day  
Monday, November 9th – Schoolhouse Teaching Book Fair – Fernwood School Library  
Wednesday, November 11 - Remembrance Day, No school 
Wednesday, November 18 – Grade 6 Immunization Clinic 

https://www.sd64.bc.ca/fernwood-elementary/code-of-conduct
https://www.sd64.bc.ca/volunteering


   
 

   
 

 

 
 
 
 

 



   
 

   
 

 

 

 



   
 

   
 

 

Community Notices 

Island Health Insert 

 



   
 

   
 

 
 
 



   
 

   
 

 
 
 
 



   
 

   
 

 



   
 

   
 

 
 
 
 



   
 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



   
 

   
 

 
 
As part of Safer Schools Togethers’ on-going work through the Ministry of Education and Childcare’s 
erase strategy, we are pleased to announce COMPLIMENTARY student and family sessions coming up 
again this school year. 
  
Student sessions on “Establishing Safe, Caring and Respectful Digital Communities”, as well as 
“Establishing Respectful Relationships and Consent in Our Communities” are for students in grades 5-
12. Please note this is a 60 minute session, with different days and times to accommodate different bell 
schedules. These are for educators to watch with their classes.  
  
You are welcome to share this email with your schools. 
  
All our student sessions can be found HERE. 
  
As well, the family sessions are recommended for Parents/Caregivers/Grandparents and youth aged 10 
and up. All our sessions can be found HERE – Please note the first session is Tuesday, September 15th. 
  
If you have any questions please feel free to reach out. 
  
Warm Regards,  
  
Nancy Hiebert 
Operations Manager 

 
Safer Schools Together | The International Center for Digital Threat Assessment® 
Office: 604.560.2285 | Toll-Free: 1.855.677.3720 
  
 
 
 

 
 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fd2nj8j04.na1.hs-sales-engage.com%2FCtc%2FOR%2B23284%2Fd2nj8J04%2FJl22-6qcW7lCdLW6lZ3lCW8_qz8Z3mx3NYW2TK80S27W5CtW3J4RyV8NJ101W10vhZM8pqdpRW6WcBj39lmBYhW60F_7P2QWRNHW18X4p-7l0SJvVysqCj8_8326W1z8_jY8YNbhwVdzJ_66VRXW8W79lWH_3f9gbVV9kJC_46dq0wW4cJy8b53B9_pW6CTKk45056cyW1v2d3y1D8xncW7yPPRg10_D-_W5TPZgq6DTTp-W8d9H5z57JfhPW6TdX8W5Sx2XCV4k5Tz7H_rS-W42w2p-77fblMW6KwMnX7SqX_5W2PjY3g2TvX-DW2QzhJV2DGcWQf1dkddj04&data=05%7C02%7Cfernwood%40sd64.org%7C2955db3b59794f39733e08df0f6fe473%7C9ed0d7f041ff4ed09cddbe38a4ed52f4%7C0%7C0%7C639246645756709533%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oGwgqBjGsnLe5zNDRoILgxnydSu3UzSRXUJqpbyYOhA%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fd2nj8j04.na1.hs-sales-engage.com%2FCtc%2FOR%2B23284%2Fd2nj8J04%2FJl22-6qcW7lCdLW6lZ3m1W51nWcH7x8kMQW7z5Qht7zBny8VyVw1V1GVCc2W8HBtjc6Jzx8WW5tTnf-2-CScBW1N81JF8gh98zW4Fg32t9fdG4FW1qVmYx7nR6hQW5xzZPz48SJDTW7tMP3j7h1PsCW2dHxxf25xlqmV4zBLK4qM8_yW65hvgt4BwdZkW1YWR9P5n6tw4W3vlGmy1BpWz9W56F-957b14YTV1jdRX6NtQy_W4D8K-W1p4fxzW38ZnJY7WjPk7W5JTNDz6S--gyN2X4cMDmcJsXW8dl1t98DdCcpW2hkqfw8yS8CbW4F5THd3T0vY_f2PbJhl04&data=05%7C02%7Cfernwood%40sd64.org%7C2955db3b59794f39733e08df0f6fe473%7C9ed0d7f041ff4ed09cddbe38a4ed52f4%7C0%7C0%7C639246645756720864%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HxToxu%2FfGMe8eDpaJOA3nyjn4nm82xB3%2Bvk32o0psv8%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fd2nj8j04.na1.hs-sales-engage.com%2FCtc%2FOR%2B23284%2Fd2nj8J04%2FJkM2-6qcW6N1vHY6lZ3nrW3Fh7f11kDM7cW3pxbb97hlfDMW3gTznb4hG03cW5S24dv5rLx7CW8rm5Lj6ZrKhrW1B_f_p6MfmVCW1QyDDK3QDr0cW51QwDL2V-DlhW1VmWVD6sSyYMW50Tb705zZX11W7JVHmC1K7q8QW5-trBQ3dCGd8VtpkYV1NzkZ6N1L3Mn4WFwm1W9jbpfR6Jw94BVJmbFG49bZ56W1X2Hmx8jF0BKW2W1Qv_7NRytgW1_cWBt6pwNnWN1JwwzM3F_P5W2xhrMb4KmRffW1-GWZ35WHG3yf7TxGbs04&data=05%7C02%7Cfernwood%40sd64.org%7C2955db3b59794f39733e08df0f6fe473%7C9ed0d7f041ff4ed09cddbe38a4ed52f4%7C0%7C0%7C639246645756733019%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Z57mIfRs3WuxBvJvpvtAoHoSy%2FhQMNlrAnhwEyD4fps%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fd2nj8j04.na1.hs-sales-engage.com%2FCtc%2FOR%2B23284%2Fd2nj8J04%2FJks2-6qcW69sMD-6lZ3pnW9j6JZ37VCHK-W8DWzFb1lnwd9W3pBpwg1FZBlWW98B8VD2b_9XsW6L6l__45JGwPW78Q6F24yd72hW43fRDZ6Q1X9pW5pWk633DNrL0W1hZnKk154Dq-W2x171v8zYS9NW8vqps11Yb7MFW6_djV032hWLKVgWLjL7X-RWcW5y4Rm-1Vk-9GW4mbbCC1LFXtPW7d9S_N4VjhBxVb92Mp6SVjNWW3x9pLf5qrVc8W162bb51Y-m64W2fS-yM2_q7Mqf29v1wP04&data=05%7C02%7Cfernwood%40sd64.org%7C2955db3b59794f39733e08df0f6fe473%7C9ed0d7f041ff4ed09cddbe38a4ed52f4%7C0%7C0%7C639246645756744057%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BFC%2B9eIXYfOyF1IKOV68%2FlQfuLbHQaj%2BPo%2FesG4HNyU%3D&reserved=0


   
 

   
 

 

 


