
    Fernwood Elementary School Newsletter February 5, 2026 

 

 

     



We can’t wait to see the lanterns lit up in dark tonight! Your PAC has provided everyone with a 

tealight to ‘Light Up the Night’! There will be live music and shadow puppets too!  

 

 

 
 



 
Congratulations to this week’s prize winners of the Book Riddle Contest. Adelyne, Audrey and Lily were the 

intermediate level winners for guessing The Wild Robot and Maya, Ivan and Ignatia’s names were drawn in 

the primary level category for guessing The Hungry Caterpillar! There were so many correct guesses! 

Winners will be drawn every week in the month of February during the Reading Blitz so guess again next 

week when we will have two more books to guess in the Book Riddle Contest!  

 

 

 

PAC Meeting February 10th - Everyone is welcome! Every parent is automatically a member of the 

Fernwood PAC.  

 

Here is the link for the February 10th PAC meeting at 6 PM in the library.  

 

Fernwood PAC Meeting 

February 10, 2026 

6:00 pm - 7:00 pm (PST) 

 

Meeting link: Fernwood PAC Meeting | Microsoft Teams | Meet-up-Join 

 

https://teams.live.com/meet/9310931037424?p=n1WK0tZwEhLdJU9S5p


 
 

HOT LUNCH – FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20 – ANOTHER FUN FRIDAY AT FERNWOOD! 

  
Dear Families,  
 

Hot Lunch is returning!!  Pizza Day will be Friday February 20th.  The choices include cheese, pepperoni, or Hawaiian 
pizza, an applesauce cup, and a Smartie cookie.  There is also a gluten free dairy free pizza option.   
 

We have also included the option to donate $5 towards the PAC, which will support various initiatives, including 
teacher appreciation and sports equipment. 
 

To order Hot Lunch, you will need to log in or create a new account on Munch a Lunch: 
https://munchalunch.com/login.  Preferably, you can pay with a credit card through the site.  If you do not have a 
credit card, you may send cash or a cheque made out to the Fernwood PAC to your child’s teacher, or send an e-
transfer to fernwoodpac150@gmail.com with your child’s name, their teacher, and what you would like to order in the 
notes. Please label any money sent to school clearly with your child’s name and teacher, their order, and make sure 
the money is sealed in a ziplock or envelope.  We cannot provide change.     
 

Orders need to be completed and paid for by Monday February 16th so we have time to communicate with vendors.     
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WvpYegjyK5D4rVM3y02OjO5YIEPyvM3vytWkvm9B4ZE/edit?usp=sharing 

 

 
 

NOTE THAT THE PAC HAS A NEW UPDATED EMAIL: fernwoodpac150@gmail.com 

 

 

https://munchalunch.com/login
mailto:fernwoodpac150@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WvpYegjyK5D4rVM3y02OjO5YIEPyvM3vytWkvm9B4ZE/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:fernwoodpac150@gmail.com


 

Student Learning Survey 2025/2026 
  

The Provincial Student Learning Survey is unique in its scope, size and usefulness to schools. It gathers 

information from parents/guardians/caregivers, teachers, and students on topics related to school 

environment, safety, and achievement. The information is used for planning in individual schools and provides 

a district and provincial perspective. 

  

Early in 2026 the Student Learning Survey will be administered to students in grades 4 and 7, their 

parents/guardians/caregivers, and all school staff. We encourage parents/guardians/caregivers to participate 

in this survey, as the results are important in identifying and celebrating current strengths, as well as 

determining where the school needs to focus improvement. The surveys contain standard questions for the 

Province – in addition, questions from the school and/or district that focus on local conditions or issues may 

be included. 

  

The survey can be completed electronically and can be accessed on the Internet at 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/support/student-learning-survey. Any 

computer or mobile device with an Internet connection can be used, and access to the e-survey is simple and 

secure. The survey can be accessed through the link and by clicking on Take the Survey. On the login page, 

click on the Parents icon, and then select the school district and school name where your child attends school. 

Provincial, District and School Reports for previous years can be viewed at the same site under the Results 

section. 

  

The e-survey site will be open until May 1, 2026.    If you have any questions, please contact Shelly or Marie. 

 

 

 

Whole School Meeting – Everyone Welcome 8:45 – 9:15 am on Thursdays 

 

 

It was fun at today’s whole school meeting because we got to dim the lights and see all the beautiful 

and different lanterns each class made for tonight’s lantern walk! We celebrated birthdays, read the 

jokes and recognized students for the 3Cs. We were also introduced to a new teacher who has joined 

the school. Clay will be teaching music and PE and also announced another fun lunchtime club that 

students can attend for kids interested in Dungeons & Dragons! It will be every Wednesday. Other 

lunch club options for the kids are knitting, crocheting, drawing, quiet time, drama in addition to 

basketball practices over the week.  

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/support/student-learning-survey


 

 

   

Thank you to Izzy and Coakley for opening and closing the whole school meeting with the Territorial 

Acknowledgement. 

 

 



 Fernwood Basketball Practices Continue – Games Schedule 

 

 

‘Thank You’ to Becky, Caitlin, Mr. Reid, Meghan and Dane for being our coaches this season!  

 

 

 



 

 

 

Stay Healthy! 

You may have noticed there has been a spike in flu and flu-like illness around. We encourage 

everyone to support and maintain healthy practices for students (washing hands, lots of sleep/healthy 

food, flu shots, stay home when sick, cover your coughs/sneezes with your tissue/elbow). 

Please see the attached infographic regarding influenza, Covid19 and RSV. 

HERE is a link to the Public Health Agency of Canada, with more information for you. 

 

           

 

 

 

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/flu-influenza.html


 

Forms are with your Teacher, at the office and 
in the library.  WE KNOW YOU CAN DO IT! 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

‘Battle of the Books’ continues between Fernwood, SSE and Fulford!  

All kids from Grades 3-7 are invited to join the Battle of the Books (BOB). It is a fun competition 

between the three elementary schools on the island, where students read as many books as they can 

from a list of 8 books! Students will then make a small team and practice answering comprehension 



quiz questions on the books. There will be a district wide event in May (date TBA) where Fernwood, 

Fulford and SSE compete against each other! All participants will be invited to an ice cream party and 

there will be awesome prizes for the winning teams! 

Books can be borrowed at the school library, or at the Salt Spring Public library. They can also be 

audio books, e-books, or books that are read to them! Students sign up at the school library. 

Any questions? Email Amber, the teacher-librarian at athompson@sd64.org 

May the reading battle commence! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:athompson@sd64.org


 

 

Fernwood School Plan in Case of Snow or Inclement Weather  

 

In preparation for possible inclement weather, please familiarize yourself with the different scenarios to 

consider in case it snows or bus schedules change from the regular route to the ‘main roads only route’ 

which can sometimes happens.  

Your local area conditions should be taken into consideration as decisions are made centrally where road and 

snow conditions may be different than yours.  Sometimes, it is safest to have your child stay home if you know 

you won’t be able to pick them up due to the possibility of snow or poor road conditions.   

If the District school buses are not running or are operating on “Main Roads Only,” note that this is a limited 

route and it is a decision made for the safety of your child by the School District in consultation with 

Transportation Services. All communication regarding bus changes or cancellations will come directly from 

Transportation Services (transportation@sd64.org) and also through the SD64 App directly to your cell phone. 

The link for the Main Roads Only schedule is in the process of being updated in preparation for this 

and can be found at: Inclement Weather          https://www.sd64.bc.ca/inclement-weather   

IF IT SNOWS AFTER STUDENTS HAVE ARRIVED AT SCHOOL:   

The weather can change after students have arrived at school forcing buses to leave early and schools to close 

early.    Parents would be notified by email if this were to occur. Parents of registered bus riders will also be 

notified by email from Transportation Services or through their SD64 APP if you have downloaded this app for 

notification. 

Please note that it is very IMPORTANT that parents have updated their contact information with the Fernwood 

School office.  

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:transportation@sd64.org
https://www.sd64.bc.ca/inclement-weather
https://www.sd64.bc.ca/inclement-weather


 

 

 

Here are examples of what 3 possible scenarios could be: 

 

 

 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION FOR 2026/2027: 

Registration for the 2026/2027 school year is now open at all schools in School District 64. Families are 

invited to contact their local school from now to February 15, 2026, to make arrangements for registration.  



Kindergarten: Registration is open for children who will be five (5) years old on or before December 31, 2026, 

meaning those born in 2021. If your child is currently enrolled in the district's Strong Start programs, you still 

need to complete a student registration form for the upcoming academic term. 

All New K to 12: Please register your child in the school in your residential catchment area. MAP 

Please provide the following documentation when you register your child for school:  

• Verification of the child’s birth date and citizenship status (birth certificate, passport or Landed 

Immigrant authorization, proof of residency)  

• B.C. Care Card  

Expressions of interest in specific programs can be found on the student registration form. Additional 

application information is required for admission to:  

• French Immersion (registration deadline Feb 15, 2026) forms go directly to SSE please 

• SEEC program located on Saturna Island  

Registration and water taxi transportation are subject to Board Policies and District Administrative Practices. 

Program placement is subject to the availability of space in specialized programs. 

STUDENTS CURRENTLY ENROLLED IN SCHOOL DISTRICT 64:  

Students will automatically be enrolled at their next catchment school as part of the normally prescribed 

grade to grade transition (unless the school is informed otherwise). No registration is required. 

Expressions of interest in specific programs at your child’s school should be made to the school principal. For 

additional information about high school programs available through Gulf Islands Secondary School, contact 

the school’s principal. 

CROSS-BOUNDARY TRANSFER REQUESTS:  

Should you wish to enroll your child in a school outside of your catchment area (non-neighbourhood school), a 

cross-boundary transfer request form (Fillable PDF | PDF) must be completed annually.  A form is required 

whether your child is new or returning. New requests require signatures from the Principals however 

returning requests do not. The deadline for accepting cross-boundary request forms is February 15. Placement 

is subject to the availability of space. Transportation for out-of-catchment requests is not guaranteed. 

Dates Looking Ahead:  See above for the Basketball Game Schedule (home and away games) 

Thursday, February 5 – Light Up the Night (see poster above) 5:00 – 6:30 PM – THANK YOU TO 

EVERYONE WHO DONATED TO BAKING – YUM! 

Tuesday, February 10 – PAC Meeting Library 6:00 pm (online link to join remotely above) 

https://media.sd64.bc.ca/media/Default/medialib/download-the-map.fa6435736.png
https://media.sd64.bc.ca/media/Default/medialib/student-registration-form-fillable.e678c14343.pdf
https://www.sd64.bc.ca/page/382/french-immersion
https://www.sd64.bc.ca/page/624/seec-on-saturna-island
https://www.sd64.bc.ca/policies-aps-library?key=
https://www.sd64.bc.ca/giss/page/1984/programs
https://www.sd64.bc.ca/giss
https://media.sd64.bc.ca/media/Default/medialib/ap-a5-appendix-cross-boundary-request-form-fillable.23148c5358.pdf
https://media.sd64.bc.ca/media/Default/medialib/ap-a5-appendix-cross-boundary-request-form.56b2dc6747.pdf


February 15th – Fall 2026 Registration Deadline: New and Kindergarten Registrations & Cross 

Boundary Applications; French and SEEC 

Monday, February 16– Statutory Holiday Family Day (no school) - MunchaLunch PAC Pizza Orders 

Due (see info above) 

Wednesday, February 18 – Early Dismissal Day – noon 

Friday, February 20 – Friday School Day (due to the holiday Monday); PAC Hot Lunch Pizza Day; Fire 

Drill 

Thursday, March 12 – Whole School Dance (Fernwood PAC Event) 

March 16-26 - Spring Break  

 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who chooses to donate to Fernwood Elementary School through the Country 

Grocer Save-a-Tape program. Funds are used to subsidize field trips and purchase classroom and 

learning services supplies. It is very appreciated.  

 

The Fernwood Elementary School number on their scanning two scanning kiosks is #114. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



⚾🥎 Fastpitch & Baseball Registration is  

Now Open! 🥎⚾ 

Registration is officially open, and we can’t wait to welcome both returning players and new athletes to the 

field. 

Registration Links:  

Girls Fastpitch: SaltSpringIslandMinorBB.rampregistrations.com/participant 

Boys Minor Baseball: saltbaseball.rampregistrations.com/participant 

Our programs focus on skill development, teamwork, confidence, and — most importantly — having fun.  

Whether your child is picking up a glove for the first time or looking to build on their experience, there is a 

place for everyone. 

Spots fill quickly, so we encourage families to register early to secure their player’s place for the season. 

http://saltspringislandminorbb.rampregistrations.com/participant
http://saltbaseball.rampregistrations.com/participant


 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Have a good weekend!  
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