
 

    Fernwood Elementary School Newsletter June 11, 2026 
 

Fernwood Fun Fair 

 

Thank you to the Fernwood PAC and all the volunteers who made the fun fair happen again this year for the 
kids! The PAC would like to thank you to the following sponsors: 

 

Thrifty Foods, Salt Spring Library’s Fab Lab, Salt Spring Chocolate, Mouat’s, Rainbow Recreation Centre, Salt 
Spring Books, Country Grocer,  West of the Moon and all of the lovely volunteers and toy donors! 
 

   
 



  

   
 



  

   
 
 
        



    

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Grade 6 and 7 Leadership Retreat 

 
Students entering Grade 6 and 7 had the opportunity to attend a leadership retreat on Wednesday. They 
will be helping with the BC Blindsport workshops that take place next week. Thank you to Becky for 
providing this opportunity!  

   

   

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Salt Spring Search and Rescue - AdventureSmart Program 

Students in Sarah Currie’s grade 3 class, Myriah Michaux’s K-1 class and Cathryn Pyper’s 1-2 class 
participated in the Salt Spring Search and Rescue AdventureSmart Program . One of their programs is called 
Hug-a-Tree and Survive.  It teaches children how not to become lost in the woods, and what to do should they 
become lost. If a child should become lost in the woods, hugging a tree can help them stay safe, and be found. 
Staying near a tree offers some protection from the elements, and keeps lost children in the same place, 
which makes it easier for searchers to find them. Before the end of the year they will be dropping off a 
colouring book and also a small ziploc that included a flash card, the comfort cover and flashcard that they 
promised to each student.  
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
Ms Sarah's grade 3 students ran an exciting Potato Olympics where their potatoes competed in measurement 
events such as the potato luge, potato horse racing, target toss and a potato relay.   

    
 

 
 



FIELD TRIP: Pole Ceremony, IMAX, Petting Zoo - Victoria 

 
On Monday, June 8th Melissa Hingston’s class attended the pole ceremony at Beacon Hill Park and also went 

to the IMAX theatre and petting zoo. 
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FIELD TRIP: PACIFIC NORTHWEST RAPTORS  

Myriah Michaux and Malindi Curtis’ classes had an exciting day learning about birds of prey and wildlife 
conservation at the Pacific Northwest Raptors Centre in Duncan. They participated in a variety of bird 
and nature-based activities including bird watching, learning about bird care and seeing flight 
demonstrations.  Here are some amazing photos! 

 

  

 
 



   

 
 
 
 



 
 

 These guys are SUPER excited to show their puppet plays to the kindies 🙂🙂 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Whole School Meeting – Celebrating the 3Cs!  
 
Shelly led our whole school meeting today and announced some great news! The ‘Gem Jar’ is FULL! Gems are 
given out to students anytime they are recognized for the 3Cs (care for self, others and the environment) and 
when its full the whole school is rewarded. It takes some time to fill up the jar as the jar fits so many gems! 
The big reward for this time of year is for the whole school to have an extended recess time!  
 
Thank you to Emerson and Jacob for opening and closing the meeting today with the Territorial 
Acknowledgement and drumming! 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
        
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 
     
 
       

 

Kindergarten Orientation Day is Wednesday, June 17th 
Parents have received an email to sign up for a time to arrive for this event that starts at 1:20 pm and runs until 

approx 2:30 pm with parents and their child(ren) arriving in staggered times so everything runs smoothly.  
During your visit, you will have the opportunity to: 

• Meet our school principals 
• Meet the Kindergarten teachers 
• Tour the outside of the school 
• Take part in a fun craft activity 

• Peek into a Kindergarten classroom in action 
• Receive a special goody bag 

We look forward to welcoming you and your child on June 17th! 
If you have any questions, please feel free to call the school 250-537-9332. 

This is the link to sign up for an arrival time - please click the save button once you've chosen your arrival time: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4CA9AE2EAAFBCF8-57198187-welcome 

Warm regards, 
The Early Learning Team at  
Fernwood Elementary School 

 
 
 

 
 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4CA9AE2EAAFBCF8-57198187-welcome


 
 
 

Band Rehearsal is Tuesday, June 16th and the Band Concert is Wednesday, June 17th at the 
HUB (the old middle school)   

 

        

Tuesday June 16th- Dress Rehearsal+ Set up                                                                    

3:45-5:15- Set up SIMS Gym        

5:30-7:00 - SSI Elementary School Bands (Fernwood, Fulford, SSE) Dress Rehearsal at SIMS gym. Please 
arrive at least 15 minutes early so instruments, and seating placements are ready before rehearsal time. 

Wednesday June 17th- School Performance: School performance for the Fernwood classes in the Fernwood 
gym. Students need to ensure they have all their equipment with them for the school day.  

Show time: 9:10  

*No dress code 

Wednesday June 17th- Main performance                                                                                     

5:15 PM Call Time at SIMS Gym                                                                                           

6:00 Doors Open for audience                                                                                                            

6:30 PM Performance                                                                                                                      

8:00 PM Clean up 

 
 
  

 



 

National Indigenous Peoples Day in Canada falls on Sunday, June 21, 2026.  

It marks the 30th anniversary of this national holiday, which aligns with the summer solstice.  
This year classes at Fernwood are invited to Fulford Elementary School for an Indigenous 

Peoples Day and Pole Ceremony on June 17th.  

 

 



 

 

 The library must all books and ensure the computer system is accurate and ready for next year. 
 

Starting the week beginning June 15th there will be no more books taken out. 
 

Thanks for your help in rounding up books! ~ Amber, Teacher Librarian 
 
 

 
Ms Curtis’ Kindergarten Class Harvesting Kale in the Garden 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Dates Looking Ahead:   

Monday, June 15 – Brian Reid and Melissa Hingston Classes to ArtSpring for French programming; 
Library Books back 

Tuesday, June 16   

• Brian Reid’s Class to WildPlay 
• Band Rehearsal (evening at the HUB – old SIMS location)  

Wednesday, June 17    

• Band Concert (evening at the HUB – old SIMS location);  
• National Indigenous Peoples Day Event and Pole Ceremony (Cameron, Bienias and 

Montgomery classes travelling by school bus to Fulford Elementary for this event 1:00 – 2:30 
pm – Mr. Reid’s class may also be going – we are just waiting to hear about Bus 
Transportation) 

• New Kindergarten Orientation 1:20 pm at Fernwood Elementary 
 

Thursday, June 18 – Family Picnic for Cathryn Pyper and Heidi Cameron’s classes; Field trip TBA for 
Sarah Currie and Allan MacLean’s classes to Ruckle Park – awaiting bus request confirmation 

Sunday, June 21 – National Indigenous Peoples Day 

Monday, June 22 – Reid Class Sleepover 

Tuesday, June 23 – Reid Class Camping at Ruckle Park 

Wednesday, June 24 – Grade 7 BBQ (parent event for families) evening, AIRBAND 2:00 pm 

Thursday, June 25 - Last Day of School; Grade 7 Ceremony 9:30 am in the Gym; Report Cards Home; 
all Lost and Found items go to the Thrift Store (they were all put out at the Fun Fair and have been 
available in the hallway by the gym for viewing – please take your items home) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 

 

 

Summer D&D Program with Clay Dawson 
 
There has been a Dungeons and Dragons club running on Wednesdays at lunch at Fernwood this year. 
This summer, Teacher Clay Dawson will be running a summer program. 
 
Dungeons and Dragons (D&D) is a cooperative storytelling game.  Players roleplay fantasy characters in a 
team that allow them to improvise, explore, and express in a safe, fun environment.  Gameplay 
emphasizes teamwork with their fellow players, problem solving the challenges placed in front of them, 
and leadership in improvising and facilitating a group environment. 
 
This program will run a single session per week for 2-3 hours in the morning or the afternoon during July 
and August.  The campaign that players will participate in is a pre-made module called the Lost Mine of 
Phandelver.  In this story, characters seek to discover the secrets of a mine long-closed.  As they play, 
they discover the potential secrets of the mine as well as a nefarious plot to race the characters to the 
treasure. 
 
If you are interested please contact me at clayfsdawson@gmail.com or 902-223-3900 
 
‘For the love of growth and adventure.’ 
 
~ Clay Dawson 
 
 

 

mailto:clayfsdawson@gmail.com


 

   



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This newsletter is also sent out to the District APP – subscribe to Fernwood Elementary on 
the app or any other sources you choose!  

 

 

The Province of BC has a ‘no cell phone’ policy in elementary schools.  

   

 



  THANK YOU FOR TAKING THE TIME YOU DO TO SCAN YOUR RECEIPT! COUNTRY 
GROCER HAS ISSUED THE SCHOOL $1600 THAT WE CAN DISTRIBUTE TO THE 10 CLASSES – IT IS VERY MUCH 
APPRECIATED AND ITS WORKING! THE SCHOOL NUMBER IS: #114 

Thank you to everyone who chooses to donate to Fernwood Elementary School through the Country Grocer 
Save-a-Tape program. We appreciate the time it takes to scan your receipt! Funds are used to subsidize field 
trips and purchase classroom and learning services supplies.  

The Fernwood Elementary School number on their scanning kiosk is #114. 

 

 



Reminder: Our School is a Scent-Free Zone 

We would like to remind all students, staff, parents, and visitors that our school is a scent-free environment. Strong 
fragrances from perfumes, colognes, body sprays, scented lotions, and other scented products can cause serious health 
reactions for individuals with fragrance sensitivities, asthma, allergies, migraines, and other medical conditions. 

Exposure to scented products do lead to breathing difficulties, headaches, nausea, dizziness, skin irritation, or asthma 
attacks for individuals in our school and  these reactions can be severe and impact their ability to learn or work safely at 
school. 

We ask everyone to help us maintain a healthy and inclusive environment by avoiding the use of scented products when 
coming to school or attending school events. 

Thank you for your understanding, cooperation, and support in helping keep our school safe for everyone. 

 


