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Whole School ‘Read-In’ and Orange Shirt Day 
 

Orange Shirt Day at School was Monday, September 29th to commemorate National Day for Truth and 

Reconciliation. As a collaborative effort to promote a culture of reading within the school community, we met 

in groups for a whole school ‘Read-In’ where students chose the Indigenous book they would like to hear read 

aloud. Classes also did some developmentally- appropriate learning about Orange Shirt Day and the legacy of 

Residential Schools in Canada. It was wonderful to see so many Fernwood families and staff at the Penelakut 

event at Fernwood dock on Tuesday. 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 

Fire Safety Talks & Pancake Breakfast this Monday! 

 

Salt Spring Fire and Rescue firefighters will be at school Monday for a pancake breakfast prior to the bell at 

8:20 am. Fire Safety Talks for each class will take place throughout the day. Fire Prevention Week in BC runs 

from October 5-11. Some topics discussed will be escape plans, cooking safety, burn prevention and smoke 

alarms. We will end the day with one of the six fire drills we will have this year as part of our emergency 

preparedness plan.  

 

 



Field Trip to Cusheon Cove:  Salt Spring Stewards in Training Educational Program 

   
Students in Marissa Smith and Liis Graham’s Grade 4/5 Class went on their SSI Conservancy Field Study 

Trip to Cusheon Cove as part of the Salt Spring Stewards in Training Educational Program. Students 

visit Cusheon Cove to study forest ecosystems.  Learning centers include whittling, First Nations use of 

Stinging nettle for fibers and rope, Chinese, Japanese, and European presence at Bullman Sawmill in the 

early 1900s with an artifact museum, and travel through history with a compass treasure hunt. Mr. Reid 
and Ms Hingston’s students will also be participating in this program next week.  

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 



    
ADEQUATE CLOTHING FOR THE COLD RAINY WEATHER 

 

As we move further into the rainy and colder months, we’ve noticed that many students are arriving at 
school without adequate clothing for the weather. Students go outside for recesses and learning 
activities in all weather, except in the most extreme weather conditions. To ensure all children stay 
warm, dry, and comfortable throughout the day—especially during outdoor activities—it is essential that 
they come dressed appropriately. 

Please make sure your child arrives in weather-appropriate attire, including a waterproof jacket, warm 
layers, and suitable footwear. We also ask that each student keep a spare set of clothes at school 
(including socks and pants) in case of unexpected weather-related changes. 

If a student is not dressed suitably and does not have extra clothing available, we will need to contact 
home to request a clothing drop-off. We appreciate your support in helping us minimize these 
disruptions and keep all students safe and ready to learn. 

 

Parent Volunteer Criminal Record Check 

If you would like to be a parent volunteer in the school or on field trips, please make sure your criminal record 

check is on file and valid. Teachers are starting to organize field trips, so it is important that we have parent 

volunteers approved. Once the criminal record check is completed, it is valid for 5 years. If you need to submit 

a criminal record check, please do so by following the process outlined in this link: Criminal Record Check. 

 

Cross Country 

We are looking for a few parents to help out at the Grade 4,5,6,7 Cross Country event on October 16 at 

Mouat’s Park. If you can help, please email Shelly or Marie. mmullen@sd64.org  sjohnson@sd64.org  

 

 

 

 

PAJAMA DAY WHOLE SCHOOL SPIRIT DAY!  

https://www.sd64.bc.ca/page/4488/volunteering
mailto:mmullen@sd64.org
mailto:shelly@sd64.org


 

 

    

 

 



 

 
FROM THE FERNWOOD LIBRARY 

 

Dear Fernwood Families,  

 

We need your help finding books in our wonderful library! We would really appreciate any donations of gently 

used, up to date children’s books for our library to help add to our collection this year! We are specifically 

looking for:  

• Non Fiction Fun Facts/Trivia books  

• Cooking for Kids  

• Sports  

• Lego/Pokemon/Minecraft etc  

• Fiction Graphic novels Manga (child appropriate)  

• Children’s classics Novels for Grades 5-7  

• Thank you but at this time we don’t need picture books or early readers!  

We are also looking for gently used, stuffed animals to use as cute reading buddies for kids who benefit from a 

buddy to read with! Thank you SO much! I am available at the email below if you have questions, I am in the 

Fernwood library Wednesday and Thursday!  

 

Gratefully, Amber Thompson athompson@sd64.org 
 

mailto:athompson@sd64.org


 

 
 

LOOKING AHEAD DATES:   



 
Monday, October 6 – Salt Spring Fire & Rescue here for Pancake Breakfast & Fire Prevention and 
Safety Talks; Fire Drill scheduled too; Hingston Class to Cusheon Cove for SSI Conservancy Field 
Trip 
 
Tuesday, October 7 – Reid Class to Cusheon Cove for SSI Conservancy Field Trip 
 
Thursday, October 9 – Currie and Smith/Graham class to Ganges for Field Trip to Public Library 
Exhibit, Rainbow Pool and Mouat’s Park; Curtis Class to the Bond Farm Pumpkin Patch 
 
Monday, October 13 – Deadline to order MunchaLunch Pizza Day orders please;   
Thanksgiving Monday (no school).  
 
Tuesday, October 14 – Quentin Harris, SD64 Artist & Educator at Fernwood today 
 
Thursday, October 16 – Cross Country students bus to Mouat’s Park departs at 9:10 am; ShakeOut 
Earthquake Drill 
 
Friday, October 17 – Friday School Day (due to the Holiday Monday, Oct 13); Shayce Johnston, 
Indigenous Support Worker at Fernwood today 
 
Friday, October 24 – staff Professional Development Day 
 
Monday, October 27 – Early Dismissal Day  (12:00 dismissal) 
 
Thursday, November 6 – Photo Retake Day (for any individuals who missed photo day October 2) 

 

Pizza Day will be Friday, October 17th –Orders must be entered onto the Muncha Lunch webpage by 

Monday, October 13th – see below for details 
 

 



 


